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INTRODUCTION

THE ASEAN COMMUNITY

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or 

ASEAN, was established on 8 August 1967 in Bangkok, 

Thailand, with the signing of the ASEAN Declaration 

(Bangkok Declaration) by the five Founding Members 

of ASEAN, namely Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, 

Singapore and Thailand, or ASEAN-5.

Brunei Darussalam joined ASEAN on 7 January 1984, 

followed by Viet Nam on 28 July 1995, Lao PDR and 

Myanmar on 23 July 1997, and Cambodia on 30 April 

1999, making up today’s ten Member States of ASEAN, 

or ASEAN-10.

Formally established on 31 December 2015.
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50 YEARS
of ASEAN in Figures
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The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) was 
established on 8 August 1967. The Member States are 
Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 
Viet Nam. 
The ASEAN Secretariat is based in Jakarta, Indonesia.

For inquiries, contact:
The ASEAN Secretariat
Community Relations Division (CRD)
or Statistics Division (ASEANstats)
70A Jalan Sisingamangaraja
Jakarta 12110 
Indonesia
Phone: (62 21) 724-3372, 726-2991
Fax: (62 21) 739-8234, 724-3504
E-mail: public@asean.org or stats@asean.org 
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Life expectancy in ASEAN (years)
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A newborn in ASEAN in 2016 will live on average 15 years longer than his/her 

counterpart born in 1967,  contributed among others by the decline in under-5 mortality 

rate from 89 to 26 deaths per 1,000 live births between 1984 to 2016.

Under-5 mortality rate in ASEAN (per 1,000 live births)

1995 1997 1999 2005 2010 2016*
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54 50
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* estimation
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ACCESS TO SAFE DRINKING WATER

CLMV access to safe drinking water has progressively improved from 68.1% in 1999 to 

90.6% in 2016, comparable with the rate in ASEAN-6.

In 2016, 91.1% of ASEAN peoples had access to safe drinking water, up from 76.9% in 1990.

Access to safe drinking water in ASEAN (% of population)

Access to safe drinking water in ASEAN-6 and CLMV (% of population)

91.1%87.3%78.7%76.9%
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Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Viet NamBrunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore 

and Thailand

ACCESS TO IMPROVED SANITATION

CLMV access to improved sanitation has progressively improved from 50.2% in 1999 to 
76.5% in 2016.

In 2016, 73.1% of ASEAN peoples had access to improved sanitation, up from 52.0% in 1990.

Access to improved sanitation in ASEAN (% of population)

Access to improved sanitation in ASEAN-6 and CLMV (% of population)
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ADULT LITERACY RATE IN ASEAN

Literacy rate 

improved, with 94.9% 
of adults able to read 
and write in 2016, up 

from 74.5% in 1980.

Adult literacy rate in ASEAN (%)

94.9%
in 2016
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to read & write

male female total

*estimation
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Source: ASEAN Secretariat.

TERTIARY ENROLMENT IN ASEAN

More ASEAN people aged 18-23 

years are attending tertiary 

education, reaching 36.1% in 
2016, with females at 39.1% -  

higher than males at 33.0%.

Gross tertiary enrolment rate in ASEAN (% of population aged 18-23 years)

DOUBLED
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